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After graduation I stayed on at Yale for law school. I settled in San Francisco in 1973, where I have worked and lived ever since. I began in private practice with a big law firm, from which I progressed through various in-house counsel positions with a number of companies, large and small. The smallest (but not necessarily least) of these was my own leveraged-lease brokerage business, which waxed and then waned with the phases of tax reform in the eighties. The largest is my employer since 1986, Sun Microsystems, a computer company where I am deputy general counsel. I am founding chairman of the American Committee for Interoperable Systems (ACIS), an organization of information technology companies which promotes intellectual property laws, balancing the need to reward innovation with the need to preserve competition. My current occupation in copyright law and policy seems far afield from my undergraduate major in Chinese history.
Ruth Meyler and I were married in 1980. She is the senior international lawyer for Levi Strauss & Company. A native of London, Ruth was a history scholar at Somerville College, Oxford, and is a U.K. solicitor as well as a member of the California Bar. We have two lovely and as yet unspoiled children—-James, a seventh-grader at Cathedral School, and Celia, a third-grader at Hamlin School—who are adequate musicians and rather more than respectable athletes. As the happy beneficiaries of many frequent-flier miles, they join us in our travels whenever possible.

