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After graduating from Yale in 1969, I stayed on as Carnegie Teaching Fellow in African-American Studies. Subsequently I taught high school social studies in Philadelphia, completed a doctorate (at the State University of New York at Albany) in education, served as a school administrator in upstate New York, joined the faculty of the Stanford University School of Education, and helped found the Graduate School at Lewis and Clark College in Portland, Oregon. I came to the University of Virginia as Chair of Educational Leadership and Policy Studies and Professor of Educational Leadership in 1987.
My research interests include organizational history, educational policies, professional development of teachers and administrators, and leadership theory. I have authored fifteen books and over a hundred articles for professional journals. I have consulted with school systems and public agencies throughout the United States, Canada, and Great Britain. Currently I am completing a history of a Southern high school, a book of case studies of professional growth, and an edited volume on teacher evaluation policy.
I am married to Cheryl Davis, a real estate agent in Charlottesville, and have four children: Krista (twenty-three). Josh (twenty-two), Jay (twenty-two), and Devan (ten). We live atop Pantops Mountain, in the shadow of Monticello, and regularly honor the ghost of Mr. Jefferson.

