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After a year of teaching school, a year on Yale’s Henry Ford II Fellowship at Cambridge University, and completion of a master’s degree in applied mathematics at Harvard, I wound up in 1973 at the MITRE Corporation in Bedford, Massachusetts, doing systems engineering (a vague discipline encompassing some technology and much bureaucracy). MITRE is a not-for-profit that now does a great variety of technical work for the public sector, but command and control systems for the Air Force are its historical focus and the area of my work. The position must have agreed with me, for I am just completing my twentieth year. My work at MITRE has allowed me to keep learning new things and to do some interesting travel. In spite of our national good fortune to be able to cut back on defense, I am now busier than ever, in the mission area of theater missile defense (i.e., how to deal with Scuds and similar threats).

I just recently (1989) married Norma Dominick, a lovely musician from Boise, Idaho, and Oberlin Conservatory. Norma was for five years principal violist with the Hamburg Philharmonic Orchestra. She now does Suzuki and traditional string instruction in our home in Lexington. In addition to fine arts, we share interests in nature and travel, and Norma is teaching me landscaping. In winter we love to spend weekends at our shared ski chalet in Vermont and occasional skiing vacations in Utah (our favorite spot being the Alta Peruvian Lodge).

Watching birds, something I was doing even before Yale, has remained my constant passion. It has lured me to wonderful adventures in Central and South America (many times) and in Africa (just once so far). It has also been a serious avocation for me. I have worked for fifteen years on the staff of the jour- nal Bird Observer. I attend regularly the lecture meetings of the Nuttall Ornithological Club (at Harvard) and currently serve as Secretary of this venerable society, the oldest bird club in the country.

With my enthusiasm for anything with wings, it was natural that I also should learn to fly. I have about 450 hours as a private pilot and am nearing completion of training for my instrument rating.

I enjoy living in New England and will probably stay here, where all of my originally Southern immediate family have ultimately relocated. Norma and I love entertaining interesting house guests, so classmate visitors to the Boston area should give us a call.
