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June 6, 1993, marks the fiftieth anniversary of the Zoot Suit Riots in Los Angeles, the forty-ninth anniversary of the Normandy Invasion, and the twenty- third anniversary of my marriage to Mary-Lynne Fisher whom, appropriate to those other events, I met outside the Syracuse, New York, Army Induction Center in a demonstration I helped organize.
Prospects of a graduate degree in theater design lured us to Los Angeles where we’ve been ever since, despite arriving driving directly into the setting sun in the midst of oppressively hot weather fueling massive brush fires on both sides of the freeway and rioting which included the police killing of journalist Ruben Salazar. It seemed we were barely settled when our first quake sent our bed scooting across the floor. (Did the Earth move for you too, baby?) Grad school didn’t pan out, but Mary-Lynne went on to University of California at Los Angeles Law School and then into public interest law, disability rights law, a professorship at Loyola Law School, and now private practice in family law. A TV movie, The Ordeal of Bill Carney, chronicles her landmark disability rights case won at the State Supreme Court.
I have been a picture framer, art teacher, Big Band and orchestra roadie, in addition to pursuing wood sculpture and gaining representation in collections including that of the late Joseph H. Hirshhorn. Three produced radio plays left me vulnerable to the Hollywood bug. I cofounded a scriptwriters’ group and have now written several feature scripts which have garnered producer interest and some options, though not yet the coveted “green light.”
No kids, but currently two dogs and two tortoises, and Mary-Lynne continues trying to turn me into a world traveler.

