[bookmark: bookmark249]                       G. WARFIELD HOBBS IV
181 Mariomi Road, New Canaan, CT 06840
Nature, particularly rocks and fossils, was a passion for me as a child. I majored in geology at Yale, and since graduation have made my living exploring for oil and gas in the United States, Canada, and many other places around the world. I guess you could say that I have been focused on natural resources all my life.
After graduation I worked three-and-a-half years as a petroleum geologist for Texaco in Quito, Ecuador. About half of my time was a fairly routine nine-to-five job in a business suit at the Quito office. However, the other half of my time was straight out of National Geographic, with a bit of Indiana Jones thrown in for excitement. For periods as long as six weeks I did geological field work along the remote Eastern slopes of the Andes mountains in the headwaters of the Amazon Basin, sometimes with a contingent of Ecuadorian soldiers to guard against indian attacks; and also served time as a wellsite geologist on helicopter-supported jungle locations. It was really high adventure—and I was getting paid for it! Once, I had to check to see whether an erupting volcano would endanger the newly built pipeline. This expedition necessitated hovering in a helicopter a few feet above an active lava flow at an elevation 11,000 feet in the cloud forest. On another occasion, I had to take on five bandits at gun point; I won (they only had knives!). For relaxation on weekends, when not in the rain forests, I often climbed 17,000- to 20,000-foot snowcapped Ecuadorian peaks in the company of other mountain climbing expatriate buddies.
Ecuador was followed by a year stint at the Royal School of Mines, Imperial College, London, where I received a master’s degree in petroleum geology. What I had thought would be an easy year off with occasional meetings with a tutor turned out to be more rigorous than Yale. Imperial College is the M.I.T. of Britain. There were classes all day, lots of lab work, and regular quizzes, on top of a thesis requirement! After receiving my degree I resumed working for Texaco in London, where, from 1974 through 1977, I was involved with oil exploration in the North Sea. While based in the United Kingdom, I also had exciting assignments in Indonesia and Portugal.
In late 1977 I moved from London to New York to work for the Amerada Hess Corporation, again doing international oil exploration. The job was terrific, as it included not only the geological appraisal of new ventures, but, additionally, the economic, legal, and political issues of the international oil business. The high point of my job with Hess was a six-week project in Abu Dhabi.
In 1980 the oil industry began to boom. As I had always had an entrepreneurial desire to have my own oil company some day, I decided the timing was right to make a break from the corporate world. With financial backing from a group of small Canadian companies, I formed the Ammonite Corporation for the purpose of originating frontier exploration prospects. We had five geologists at offices in Dallas, Texas, and in Connecticut. Unfortunately, the Canadians were the first to fall when the oil boom ended in 1982, so in late 1982 I formed Ammonite Resources, a petroleum consulting company. The consulting venture has grown to twenty-five professional geological, engineering, and finance associates scattered around the U.S.A. and foreign oil patches. We advise financial institutions, utilities, oil companies, the United States Government, and individual investors on oil and gas matters. Ammonite is also an energy investment banker, representing clients in the structuring of transactions and the purchase and divestiture of energy assets. Lately, much of our work has been in Poland, the Czech Republic, and the Ukraine.
When not working on client matters, I write articles on energy economics for oil industry trade journals, lecture extensively, and try to be as active as possible in professional societies. I was recently elected Secretary of the 3 4,000- member American Association of Petroleum Geologists, one of the world’s largest purely scientific organizations.
I have been lucky in being able to do and accomplish much of what I had always wanted to do. However, one has to make luck happen. You do this by knowing what you want, believing you can achieve whatever you want, by being attuned to opportunities and risk, by being forthright and decisive, and by not being detoured by challenges to your goals. My two personal mottos have been “aim high and shoot straight,” and “don’t let the bastards grind you down!” They have served me well. It has been particularly interesting to be able to work internationally and understand how other cultures perceive life, the world, and the United States. My early work in South America and Indonesia exposed me to aborigine cultures whose entire world was the forest around them. My current activity in Central Europe is fascinating, as it has allowed me to witness firsthand the difficult political and economic transition of former communist cultures to free market economies.
On the home front, I was not so lucky in a first marriage, but am now very happily married to Breeze McMennamin Hobbs, an attorney, who has produced two great little boys, Gus the Fifth, and Alexander, now ages four and two. We live in New Canaan, Connecticut, love to garden and putter around the house on weekends, and when time permits, go adventuring. I can’t wait until the boys are old enough to visit the Amazon or the steppes of the Ukraine with their daddy. Will my sons go to old Eli? That will be for them and the admissions committee to decide. Yale was right for me, and I will be forever grateful for the “Yale experience.” Book! Boola! 1969!
