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After fifteen years of hard labor as an English teacher at Crenshaw High School in Los Angeles, I was elected to the Los Angeles Board of Education in 1991—-just in time to deal with the worst fiscal crisis in recent memory, which necessitated a brutal pay cut and plunged the school district even further into turmoil. This entry into electoral politics fulfills ambitions of mine (and predictions of many) from high school which had lain dormant during my years at Yale. Notwithstanding the rocky beginning, I expect to pursue energetically my political goals which remain steadfastly left-wing.
I am also the only openly gay member of the school board and one of only a few openly gay elected officials in the Los Angeles area. I live with my lover of ten years in the Echo Park district of Los Angeles. We have too many dogs and a great view of the city.
I have almost no contact with my Yale classmates and so look forward to this book and the reunion. I remain proud of my Yale degree. I even boasted of it on my campaign literature (although I admit that’s mildly contradictory with left-wing views).
I feel stronger, smarter, and surer of myself than ever as I lope towards fifty, but I am also heavier by far and a recovering smoker. My only regret is that 1 have no children of my own; in compensation I’ve devoted my life to looking after other people’s children—hundreds of thousands of them. Good luck to us all! 
