WILFRED LAM
2105 Augusta Drive, Springfield, IL 62704s
401 North 4th Street, Springfield, IL 62702
                     793-3208
After four years in New Haven I left Yale to start medical school at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. My main rationale for moving on to Philadelphia was that the city at least had a Chinatown, although it was smaller than I had imagined. Medical school was grueling primarily because of the eight hours of class each day, unlike the few hours daily at Yale. It became clear that I would never experience the close collegial atmosphere of Silliman and Yale College again. 1 was particularly shocked to see Yale lose to Penn in football while I was in Philadelphia. I don’t think Yale football has ever been the same since we left. Perhaps the 29-29 loss at Cambridge our senior year was a harbinger of the future. I was glad, however, to see Yale crews succeed a decade after we left, especially after losing to Harvard so many years while I was on the crew (when I only got one Harvard shirt in four years).
I spent nine years at Penn for medical school, medical residency, and cardiology fellowship. A few Yalies were in my class in med school. I distinctly remember my quantum mechanics professor returning my last problem set to me after starting medical school for some ungodly reason. Frankly, after just a few months, I could no longer fathom what I was doing or how to do the problems.
I met my wife, Esther Tam, in Philadelphia, and we married in 1972. Subsequently, we were blessed with a daughter, Cynthia (1974) and two sons, Andrew (1976) and Philip (1979). Cynthia is currently an undergraduate at Penn.
I directed the cardiac cath lab at the University of Illinois in Chicago for four years after finishing training. Afterward, we moved to Springfield, Illinois, in 1982, and I have been in private practice as a cardiologist since. My practice has been increasingly busy, especially with the advent of coronary angioplasty. It has been a very professionally gratifying period in view of the great strides in cardiology seen in the last twenty years. 
