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I have had two lives (or careers) since leaving New Haven. 1 think it would have been unlikely to have had either if I had not attended Yale. Yale opened up many new worlds for me, a provincial from northern California.
The first life was ecclesiastical and scholarly. I attended Union Theological Seminary in New York. A Rockefeller Fellowship took me to Union, and the Seminary was an alternative to the draft. 1 planned to stay only one year. At Union I was surprised by how compelling the study of religion could be. (No doubt at this time of my life I had a lot of questions and I was looking for some answers.)
I graduated from Union and entered the Ph.D. program in religion at Columbia University and also prepared for ordination (Presbyterian Church).
I subsequently taught for five years at Union Seminary and Hunter College of the City University of New York. Teaching was for the most part an adventure, intellectually stimulating and emotionally rewarding. However, my commitment to being a professional scholar weakened over time. The prospects of getting a “tenure track” job at a “good” school were not great. The demand for New Testament professors (subspecialty, the Gospel of St. Luke) was and is not high.
It was time to make a change. Because my wife and I wanted to stay in New York, I decided to enter a business field that was well represented in Manhattan, advertising. When I made this decision 1 knew nothing about advertising and no one in advertising, but it seemed to be a more logical choice for someone with my background than, for example, investment banking.
Second life. Advertising.
Very surprisingly, it was not difficult to get a job. I wrote a letter to a fel- low who was featured in an article in the New York Times.
I joined the advertising agency that was responsible for Chrysler Corporation’s marketing, advertising, public relations, and other corporate communications. Chrysler at that time was in the midst of major financial difficulties. It was quite a change from the ivory tower of the university to joining a business group that was fully committed to saving the ninth largest company in America.
It was fun. I did a range of things, copywriting, marketing planning, consumer research, strategic planning. Most of the time I thought about a basic problem: how to get consumers to consider buying a car from a company that they thought was going out of business. Since then, with the exceptions of new business work and consulting on some of the agency’s other accounts, I have worked primarily on the Chrysler business. I’ve had one sabbatical during which I attended the Program for Management Development at Harvard Business School.
In the last fourteen years the agency has gone through two dramatic business cycles with Chrysler. Today Chrysler is enjoying strong sales, and prospects for the future are good. The advertising agency has been rewarded for its work for our largest client and there has been some “trickle-down” to me. I am currently Executive Vice President, Managing Director of the agency and am responsible for all of our work for Chrysler outside of North America (about fifty countries).
I continue to enjoy my work.
But 1 do think regularly about what I am doing in business and ask myself what is it that I really want to do (or should do) with the rest of my life. I expect that I will have another vocation.
I can readily recall how influenced I was by the prophetic and pastoral preaching of Bill Coffin (and others) at Battell Chapel. Another teacher was Davie Napier, former Master of Calhoun College, with whom I spent a year as an assistant chaplain at Stanford University. The experiences and thoughts from my time at Union Seminary are stored in my mind, and they will come out and will need to be manifest more vigorously in my life someday. I keep in tenuous touch with these interests as Vice Chairman of the Board of Directors of Union Seminary, but I will do more of this “something else” in the future.
Personal notes.
I have been married since 1975 to Paula Saint-Amour. She is a remarkable woman who has given me much more than I have given in return.
My health seems good. I ran a New York City Marathon in 1978 and will try to do it again in 1998.

