JONATHAN Q. MILLS
5 Angus Lane, Greenwich, CT 06831
Chronogram:
Yalie Bachelor Hong Kong motorcycle English Teacher; Dylan guitars Whiffenpoofs Penner and Tardino, Chinese Woman, oriental mask, GI’s, Angkor, foreign antiwar demonstrations, inhaling, on Hong Kong TV, cinema, Botswana, Sedgewick, and home.
Maine woods lumberjack, Oregon tree planter, the Cascades, country guitars, New Mexico and home.
New York, teacher, Umberto’s Clam House, La Puglia, Henning, NYU, and Mary Jo marriage Greenwich-bound. St. Lawrence summers, work reality test, junior highs, daughter ’76, working wife, business school, Hartford National Bank ten years in no time. Son ’78, coaching, swimmers, building house, making a home, age forty, death of dad, and Uncle Jim, loss of job—is this a breakdown?—friends with AIDS (surprise!), counting blessings, a consultant, 20th reunion, perfect daughter, son with a fastball, back to banking, the Adolescent, Dylan (he’s back?), the Band, guitars and kids. Skiing in Maine, reasons to be together, the threats—sex, drugs, guns (!). We have met the enemy and he is us. The valuable: AYA, child psyches, perfect daughter, loving wife, talented son, all on track, counting blessings balanced on the head of a pin precarious and precious; and immutable: ill mother, in-laws, duties, responsibilities, working for tuition. Twenty-six-and-a-half years of writer’s block; the life of the mind, the age of the body, wringing what joy you can.

