JOHN ERIC NELSON
2031 Turtle Pond Drive, Reston, VA 22091
(703) 476-9877
2000 L Street, Suite 702, Washington, DC 20036
(202) 296-2739
Current work: Managing Director of the Washington, D.C., office for the Pearlman Group, a Los Angeles-based marketing communications firm specializing in “cause-related marketing,” serving large companies like G.M., Chevrolet, Pepsico, Discovery Channel, Seagram’s, etc.; partner in the Washington, D.C., Enterprise Strategy Group, a company development firm serving new companies and established ones creating new ventures.
Loves: married twenty years to Kim Ballard (Wellesley ’69) whom many Jonathan Edwards friends will remember, a mezzo soprano in the Washington Opera; daughter Bergen (seventeen) and son Eric (thirteen).
Education: master’s in history/psych from University of Michigan (’74).
Offices: elected to citizen councils in Muir Beach, California, and Reston, Virginia.
Unusual: ten years a member of San Francisco Zen Center including two years in Tassajara Zen monastery with wife and young daughter.
Playful: play tennis and more recently squash almost every morning.
Honors: self-proclaimed President of the “Grant Hill Fan Club” based on his play in Reston and my admiration of his parents Calvin and Janet (a Wellesley buddy of my wife).
Dreams: to win some 45, 50, 60, 70, 80 and 90 age group tennis and/or squash tournaments over the next half-century; to invest in and promote a new kind of decathlon for the aging country club athlete (swim, golf, tennis, run, lift, throw, etc.); to raise a venture fund for new companies featuring environment services/products and sole proprietorships/community-owned businesses that help empower low income populations; to promote a multiculturally tolerant, freedom loving world society that learns how to live within its means financially, environmentally, and psychologically in a sustainable political/legal framework; to build bridges among companies, communities, cultures; to extend awareness in myself and of the wonders of the universe; to help create community-based production/residential centers featuring shared equity, beautiful surroundings, lots of music, fun, meditation and sports—a place to grow old with others and die with dignity and peace and lots of money to pass on.

