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Rick was hired by Ford Motor Company in his senior year. At Ford he worked for the director of marketing staff, and he resigned the following year when he concluded that he did not covet his superiors’jobs.
A few months later he founded Polyproducts Corporation (“many products,” providing himself plenty of leeway), which supplied materials to sculptors who wished to work with hard-to-obtain industrial plastics materials.
On October 10, 1970, in Lake Forest, Illinois, Rick married Anna Wilson Dickinson (St. Timothy’s ’66 and Smith College ’70), whom he had dated throughout his Yale years, and whose father William (Yale ’34) had been friends with Rick’s father Frank (Yale ’35). They have two children: Richard Booth Platt, Jr., born May 9, 1977, and Anne Dickinson Platt, born January 17, 1979, both in Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan. In fall ’93 Booth will enter Proctor Academy (’96) and Anne will enter Andover (’97).
Polyproducts customers needed weighing scales to use its products, and in the late seventies Rick directed the company into the scale business, first as a distributor of mechanical scales, then as a manufacturer of mechanical scales, and later as a manufacturer of electronic scales, with its products subcontracted from captive suppliers in Taiwan and Hong Kong. The company’s scales are used pri-
marily by jewelers, laboratories, schools, and reloaders of target-shooting ammunition.
In 1984 Rick founded Specialty Auto Parts U.S.A. to supply chrome hot-rod engine parts to Ford, Chrysler, and General Motors. More recently this company has diversified into high-performance automotive starters, alternators, and engine-adjustment tools.
In the course of pursuing these businesses Rick has developed business relationships in Taiwan, Hong Kong, and mainland China.
Rick has served on the boards of the Detroit Artists Market, an organization which supports fledgling artists; the Grosse Pointe Club (Chairman 1985-86); the Detroit Zoological Society; and the Andover Development Board. He is a member of the Grosse Pointe Club and the Yondotega Club in Detroit; the Belvedere Golf Club in Charlevoix, Michigan; and the Yale Club of New York.

