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How quickly a quarter century goes by...
Left Yale in an impulsive fit of 1969 idealism. Joined the Peace Corps in Colombia. Assigned to government agricultural agency in Bogota. (Note: this is before Colombia’s “cash crop” export boom.) Most lasting achievement: learned to play polo (it’s a long story!). Returned stateside to finish a few lingering Yale academic requirements. Achieved, in the immortal words of Silliman Dean John “Blinky” Palmer, “an acceptable level of competence.”
Set out in 1971 to seek my fortune:
First stop: Minneapolis. Found a sales/marketing job with Medtronic, a leading manufacturer of heart pacemakers. Great company, great people, great product. Lasted one winter in Minneapolis. Next stop: sunny southern California. Maneuvered a transfer to a job opening in Los Angeles selling pacemakers to surgeons. Kicked upstairs, after a year, to manage the Western Regional Operations.
In 1974 met, courted, and married Kathy Luppen, a fourth-generation Los Angeles native. It all began as a blind date, arranged by a mutual friend who felt remorse in selling me a lame, broken-down polo pony (yes, that Peace Corps experience was coming in handy!). Four months later, found myself at the altar, Impulsive? Very. Successful? Best decision Next stop: Palo Alto to enroll in Stanford M.B.A. program (1975-77). Wife paid the bills while I “studied.” Spent some time perfecting interpersonal dynamic skills on the Stanford Golf Course.
With M.B.A. in hand, returned to Los Angeles. Worked with McKinsey for several years as management consultant. Then entrepreneurial juices started flowing. Formed Venture Consulting Corporation to address needs of smaller firms. Then, in 1984, teamed up with Stanford classmate Angus McBain to form McBain, Rose Partners (MRP) to ride the LBO roller coaster. Timing was good and luck intervened. With operating managers as partners, we bought seven companies. So far, investors happy and lenders relieved. Despite recessions, riots, Reaganomics, Clintonomics, the disappearance of banks, high prices, and a cloudy outlook, MRP is still in business. Midlife course correction may be upcoming!
Pride and joy: sons Tom (fifteen) and Pete (thirteen). Enjoy the usual array of parent involvement: coach (ice hockey, soccer, baseball), chauffeur, and occasional tutor. Quickly learning the “challenges” of the teen years!
Community involvement: Vice Chairman, Childrens Hospital Los Angeles. Intense but rewarding work during this time of uncertainty for hospitals. Anxiously awaiting “solution” from Hillary and the Yale Law School Mafia.
Reflections: Life since New Haven has been full but not without its struggles and disappointments (especially during the early entrepreneurial years). Strong marriage and close family are key to survival. Looking to the future with excitement but with some trepidation. Perhaps our kids may not enjoy the same opportunities we had. We were very lucky to be at Yale in the late sixties. Looking back to twenty-five years ago, it was the best of times...

 I ever made.
