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Family and career take most of my time these days and reflect most of my accomplishments. Kathy and I are busy raising three boys—Greg, Alan, and Chris—in Reston, Virginia, where we’ve lived since 1986. It’s a great place for kids to do baseball, swimming, basketball, soccer, Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, viola, and church. Of course, each activity deserves and gets parental involvement. I’m even learning to play the viola, along with Alan. Our daughter, Lisa, is successfully starting a career as a computer systems engineer in Austin, Texas, where her husband is in graduate school studying physics.
Since 1988 I have been working at the World Bank, four years in research and two in operations, as the desk economist for Jamaica. The government there has done a lot of economic reform lately, so it is a professionally interesting country to work with, as well as a nice place to visit. In the research department I spent a lot of time doing reports on structural adjustment for our board, but also had some time for real research. For instance, I managed a project on the political aspects of economic reforms in new democracies. Now I am coediting a book from the project, Voting for Reform, which will contain the eight-country case studies of the project as well as a couple of general papers. I had a great time doing the case study on Turkey. Oxford University Press will publish the book. I also got started on some research on central bank autonomy—developing measures of it and testing for its determinants and effects on inflation and growth. An article I coauthored on that topic won the Yavor Prize from Tel Aviv University for the best paper in development economics.
Before coming to Washington I taught economics and economic history at the University of Michigan. Kathy taught speech pathology and therapy at the University clinic. German economic history was my specialty. I worked on nineteenth century trade and industrial policy (from my dissertation) and on reparations and hyperinflation in the 1920s. While I was at the State Department, briefly when I first came to D.C., I finished my first book Hyperinflation and Stabilization in Weimar Germany, which was published by Oxford Press (NY: 1989).
Before Ann Arbor we lived in Chicago and adjacent Oak Park. I studied at the University of Chicago. At first I was in modern European history, but then the relentless pressure of comparative advantage (and supply and demand in the academic market) brought me more and more to the economic side of history. Eventually, I ended up with a Ph.D. from the Economics Department. (Can a Yale man become a Chicago Boy? Perhaps in his head but not in his heart.) During all this, Kathy got a master’s in speech therapy at Northwestern and then supported us with jobs in the public schools. We spent a year along the way in Germany, on a research fellowship for my dissertation.
Before Chicago we lived in Philadelphia, while I protested the Vietnam War and taught in a junior high school. Mostly I taught reading and the rudiments of civilized behavior, but the subjects were geography and history, which is what led me to history in graduate school.
Before Philadelphia was New Haven, which brings us by a commodius vicus of recirculation back to Old Campus and environs.





